
Natural Rights: 
Environmental Justice  

on the Third Coast  
The Joseph Loundy Human Rights Project’s  

2015 Distinguished Environmental Justice Organizer Series 
Nov. 11, 4:00-5:30 pm.  Kimberly Wasserman, Organizing and Strategy Director, Little Village 
Environmental Justice Organization. “The Displacement of Environmental Justice.” Kimberly 
Wasserman, a native of Little Village, is a 2013 recipient of the Goldman Environmental Prize for leading the successful 
lobbying campaign for the passage of the Chicago Clean Power Ordinance that resulted in the closing of the Crawford 
and Fisk coal-fired power plants. She now spearheads LVEJO’s community organizing efforts to  build community 
rootedness, increase access to green space, improve public transportation, and hold accountable those responsible for 
remaining toxic sites in the neighborhood. She has been with LVEJO since 1998. 

November 18, 4:00-5:30 pm. Tom Shepherd, President, Southeast Environmental Task Force. 
“Deindustrialisation, Reindustrialization, and Sustainable Alternatives on Chicago’s 
Southeast Side.”  Tom Shepherd is the current President and longest serving board member at the Southeast 
Environmental Task Force on Chicago's far-southeast side -an area where steel once was king, and where there is an 
abundance of environmental degradation, garbage dumps, and contaminated land. Tom's background as an activist and 
community organizer brought him to to his work to cure some of those environmental ills in the region. SEETF’s current 
campaigns include stopping the Koch Brothers’ profligate transport and irresponsible management  of petcoke on the 
Calumet River. The Task Force is currently a leader in the movement to create a green economic corridor in the Calumet 
region.  

December 9, 2:30-4:30  pm.  “Student Changemakers Report Back:  Environmental 
Justice Research for a Sustainable Chicago.”  Fall 2014 Environmental Justice Students report on 
their research projects for three of Chicago’s most vibrant environmental justice organizations: Little Village Environmental 
Justice Organization, Southeast Environmental Task Force, and People for Community Recovery.  Students report on 
comparative research projects and grantwriting endeavors to a panel of leaders from the three organizations. What have 
we learned thus far?  What does it tell us about the way forward for environmental justice in Chicago? 

All Events  will take place in the Sullivan Room, 2nd Floor, Auditorium Bldg.  


